Tibbie’s Restaurant Fire — December 9, 1982

Tibbie’s Restaurant, a supper club located in Indianford, Wisconsin, was popular for many years, notably
for its fried chicken. It was a family owned and operated business for decades.

The front page of the Edgerton Reporter, December 15, 1982, issue captures the story of Tibbie’s

Resta urant fire.
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Firefighters walch helplessly as flames and smoke engulf Tibbie’s Restaurant.
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the smoldering rubble that was once one of the most popular eating
spots in lhs-m

Firefighters from Edgerton and Fort Atkinson cut a hole in the roof of
The Graydon Scholl residence on Kumlein Road to get at a fire that
was trapped in an attic space. '

*‘When something is
that bad, it is very difficult to
~ pinpoint a cause,’’ he said. “All
~you can do is speculate.”

- Wayne Thompson, a sales-
man for Jerry Morse Real Estate
Agency of Janesville, confirmed
_that the business was listed for
< sale. ~
m Tibbies had a 1,000 square
foot kitchen with ceramic tiles on
the walls and stainless steel
fixtures that were lost in the fire.
Other irreplaceable items in-
cluded a Tiffany lamp in the
entryway and five panes of
stained glass windows that were
preserved when Edgerton’s old
Catholic Church was torn down in
the mid-1970s.

Maurer purchased the restaur-
ant 22 years ago which was
founded by Nellie and Fred
“‘Tibbie'" Teubert.

It was initially operated as a
corner service station that primar-
from ily catered to the needs of area
fishermen and the restaurant was

'- a favorite hangout for area




Photos from the Tibbie’s Restaurant Fire:




Tibbie’s Restaurant, December 9, 1982




Tibbie’s Restaurant, December 9, 1982




Tibbie’s was only one of three fires that day. From the Edgerton Reporter, December 9, 1982, issue:

Hrdw:baﬂhdﬂnmbumnﬂroformﬂmmm
before finally squelching the blaze. )

Firefighters Hopping

fire alarm pierced through the city of Edgerton, summoning
volunteer firefighters to Tibbie’s Restaurant in Indianford to
combat a blaze that eventually burned the historic supper club to
the ground.

But the spectacular blaze, which sent flames and smoke
billowing high above the burning restaurant was only the
beginning of an incredible day that few local volunteer firemen
will soon forget.

The busy day included three fires in three different counties
being reported in just over a three hour time span. 4

While firefighting arsenals from Edgerton, Milton and
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And if that wasn’t enough, the department also responded to a
minor fire at 811 Hillside Road shortly after the Kumlein Road
blaze was reported.

“It's been a hell of a day,”” Fire Chief Charles Edwardson
sighed, while draped in a padded chair inside the fire station.
Many of the other 24 firefighters who spent the day combating
fires relaxed and refreshed themselves temporarily with coffee
and sandwiches prepared by the Edgerton Ladies Auxiliary.

Edwardson, who is recuperating from knee surgery and walked
with a cane for much of Thursday, has been fighting fires in and
around Edgerton for some 25 years and said he couldn’t recall
another day when his volunteer firemen were called out three
times as they were that day.

“I've never seen three fires like that in one day,”” he said.
“‘Sometimes you go a month and you don't have a fire.”

| don't think we ever experienced three structure fires going
on at the same time,"’ fireman Eddie Hartzell responded.

Edgerton, Milton and Evansville firemen worked for more than
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Shortly after 9:30 Thursday morning, the wailing sound of the §

Busy Day For Firemen.....

(Continued from front page)

eight hours to douse the flames at the Tibbie's fire. The day’s
activities brought all nine of the fire department’s trucks into
action and 24 of its roster of 35 volunteer firemen.

\While battling the blaze there, firefighters were alerted at 11:44
a.m. that the Graydon Scholl residence was on fire. Crews rushed
to the Kumlein Road location in Jefferson County where an
overheated woodstove reportedly ignited the blaze in the kitchen
area.

Firefighters from Edgerton, Milton and Fort Atkinson fought
the blaze for over two hours but could not prevent the kitchen and
much of the downstairs area from being damaged extensively.

Then at 12:22 p.m., firefighters were dispatched to the Russell
Beechler residence on Hillside Road in Dane County where
21-year-old Beechler and 22-year-old Steve Helgestad had used a
propane torch to thaw out a drain pipe and accidently set fire to a
bail of hay windbreak.

Fire officials said the outside of the home was damaged slightly
by the fire. d

Both Edwardson and Jim Neal, Edgerton’s first assistant chief,
said mutual aid from the nearby communities, which included
Cambridge at the Beechler fire, made it possible for firefighters to
respond to the three fires Thursday.

“Thank God for mutual aid,”” Edwardson said. ‘“‘With three
fires, nobody's got enough equipment to fight that many.”

“Mutual aid is probably the greatest thing to happen to a
volunteer fire department,”’ Neal added. “‘If it wasn’t for mutual
aid, we would have been in trouble. We had four departments
helping us." £

In fact, it probably was the assistance from the nearby
departments that afforded Edwardson the time to joke about
hiring a press secretary to field the countless questions about the
fires that had been fired at him, in person and over the telephone,
by reporters.

The cause of the Tibbie’s fire was listed as “undetermined”. Arson was not suspected, there was no sign
of a break-in and the money was still in the vending machines and the safe. Because the fire had
completely destroyed the building it was pretty much impossible to determine the cause.



